IV
THE LANGUAGE OF ANIMALS1
" Sie sprechen eine Sprache,
Die ist so reich, so schon ;
Dock keiner der Philologen
Kann diese Sprache verstehn"
HEINE.
IT is an old belief that animals, and even plants, talk to each
other, and that men can freely understand and answer them.
But this belief, born of that primitive communism which
makes the whole world kin, is gradually dispelled by a more
exact observation of Nature; and men, beginning to draw
the line more sharply between themselves and the lower
creatures, are fain to confess that they understand the beast
language no longer, though they cling to the idea that the
faculty is still enjoyed by a few, either as a natural gift or
an acquired accomplishment. Sometimes with a peculiar
fitness this antique lore is the special attribute of simple folk,
as fools or children, who reflect the mental state of a bygone
age. A modern poet can still ask the children to
" Whisper in my ear
What the birds and the winds are singing
In your sunny atmosphere"
as if the kingdom of Nature, like the kingdom of heaven,
were hidden from the wise and prudent and revealed unto
babes.2
Combating the practice of killing animals for food,
1  Reprinted,  with a  few correc-     regnum hominis, quod fundatur in
tions, from The Archaeological Re-     scientiis quam ad regnum coehrum,
view, vol. i. Nos. 2 and 3 (April and     in quod, nisi sub persona infantis,
May 1888).                                          intrare non date " (Bacon, Nwum
2  " Ut non alius fere sit aditus ad     Organum, i. 68).
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